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Public Health Act 1875

•We all know this is what started 
DPCs?!

• Even says so in most literature: 
BRE, BDPA etc…



Victoria Church – isle of dogs

RIBA 
Ordinary GM 

1863



Downunder

Picture: Salt attack and rising damp - A guide to salt damp in historic and older buildings



Historic DPCs



Historic DPCs



Do DPCs fail???



Do DPCs fail???

“If there is a physical DPC, it is   
unlikely to have failed”. 



Do DPCs fail???

“Physical DPCs can fail occasionally. Particularly 
those formed by engineering bricks or 
overlapping slates, following breakdown of the 
mortar, bitumen felt DPCS can become brittle 
with age.” 



RIBA session papers – 1862 



When were DPCs first retrofitted?  



The first chemical DPCs? 

• English heritage suggest 
1940’s – 50’s by Doctor Hurst 
of imperial college London –
called Actane – based on a 
natural latex rubber. 

• Based on the water 
repellence of beetle shells 



Stanley A Richardson 

• Claims they started to develop a water 
repellent in 1935 – using paraffin wax 

• In 1938 was adapted to provide vertical 
and horizontal dpcs by drilling 



Newtonite



Knappen Tubes 

• In about 1908 Achille Knapen an Brussells
Engineer, invented the knapen tube

• Building Research Station (now BRE) tested in 
1930s proved didn’t work 



Doulton Tubes



Earliest Reference to remedial DPCs???



Earliest Reference to remedial DPCs???



What did the Romans ever do for us?



Vitruvius



Vitruvius



And change is still occurring…..

www.property-care.org



Thanks to…..



A BIG THANKS For Listening
For more help, information, technical docs or general updates, 

check out the links below

www.property-care.org

Linkedin.com/company/property-care-association

Facebook.com/PropertyCareAssociation

Twitter.com/pcapropertycare


